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MEET DR. WILLIAM T. BUSCH “AVDOC 51”

T

here are a lot of “dreads” in life.
You know, things you dread doing
or dread facing up to … like an
IRS audit, a job performance review, or
maybe “the talk” with your kids. Aviation
has its share of “dreads.” Of course, we
dread banging up an airplane, or maybe
taking that next written exam or check
ride. Even a flight review can be scary if
you know your skills are lacking or if you
are flying with a CFI you do not know
well. But there is one aviation “dread”
almost all pilots place close to the top of
the list, especially professional pilots, and
that is the FAA Medical Exam. As youngsters, we did not give much thought to
meeting health standards, but that tends
to change when we hit TBO (time
between overhauls, about age 50). Like a
high-time engine, continued flight
depends upon compression checks, oil
analysis, dependability of accessory parts
and AD’s that the FAA might toss in your
direction. If you have good health habits
and are working with an Aviation
Medical Examiner (AME) that you know
well, (might even be your primary care
physician), your physiological engine is

Stallions on the ramp at Stallion 51.
probably going to give you many years of
good service. But what if you do not have
a regular AME. Now the “dread” begins
to creep in again. Does this unknown
AME consider himself or herself the
“Keeper at the Gate” when it comes to
aviation safety, ready to find fault versus
ways of creating favor? And what about
that visit to a medical center, pristine
institutional green walls, a waiting room
with medical staff racing back and forth
in smocks right out of a TV drama. This
ambiance is polished off with smells and

(KT Budde-Jones/Stallion 51)
aromas that scream “doctor’s office!”
Then you sit in a little room, wondering if
you should be on the table or in the chair.
Will this AME require a rectal exam?
Now there is real dread! Pretty spooky,
eh? Let’s fix that.
Take a break, you need some time
off, right? Set up a holiday visit to
Kissimmee, Florida. Plenty to do in that
region, a lot having to do with a dude that
made good friends with a big-eared
mouse. But be sure to visit Kissimmee
Gateway Airport. On 3951 Merlin Drive,

The AvDoc, Dr. William T. Busch, Capt.,
USN (ret). is Co-located at the new
Stallion 51 facility.
(KT Budde-Jones/Stallion 51)
you will find one of the most unique
FBO’s in the country. Meet Stallion 51.
With new, modern facilities and numerous aviation services, Stallion 51 offers a
variety of training programs that can be
found nowhere else, in aircraft that are
normally unavailable to both recreational
and professional pilots. Planes like the PContinued on Page 9
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